Objectives-This report presents detailed pregnancy rates for 1990-99. Rates for 1991-97 are revised using populations consistent with the April 1, 2000, census; the revised populations are also used for the new 1998-99 rates.
Introduction
An estimated 6,277,000 pregnancies ended in 1999, down 7 percent from the 1990 peak (6,778,000). The 1999 total included 3.96 million live births, 1.31 million induced abortions, and 1.00 million fetal losses. The estimated pregnancy rate for U.S. women was 102.1 pregnancies per 1,000 women aged 15-44 years, nearly matching the lowest level ever reached during the 1976-99 period (101.6 in 1997) (table 1) (1) .
This report presents revised pregnancy rates for 1990-97 and new rates for 1998-99. Rates have been revised using populations that are consistent with the April 1, 2000, census (2) . Previously published rates were based on populations projected from the 1990 census. Rates are presented by pregnancy outcome; by age, race, and Hispanic origin; and by marital status, race, and Hispanic origin. The data in this report for 1990-99, together with previously published pregnancy rates for earlier years, provide a consistent series of rates for the United States for 1976-99 (1, 3) .
Details of sources and methods of estimation are presented in the earlier report (3). Briefly, the statistics for live births are based on complete counts of births provided by every State to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's (CDC) National Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) through the Vital Statistics Cooperative Program of the National Vital Statistics System (4). Estimates of induced abortions are from abortion surveillance information collected from most States by CDC'S National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (NCCDPHP); these estimates are adjusted to national totals by the Alan Guttmacher Institute (AGI) (5,6). The CDC's NCCDPHP collects information on the characteristics of women who obtain abortions; the AGI national totals are distributed by these characteristics, including age, race, Hispanic origin, and marital status according to CDC/NCCDPHP's tabulations. The estimates of abortions for 1990-97 shown in this report have been revised slightly from those previously published; see ''Technical Notes.'' Estimates of fetal losses are derived from the pregnancy history data collected by the National Survey of Family Growth (NSFG), conducted by CDC/NCHS (1, 3) . The most recent NSFG data are from the survey conducted in 1995, and the fetal loss data are based on the proportions of pregnancies during the previous 5 years that ended in fetal loss. These proportions are applied to the actual numbers of live births in each population subgroup (by age and race) for each year to yield estimates of fetal losses that are summed to a national total.
The population denominators used for the revised rates in this report are consistent with the 2000 census (2). In general, the revised rates are lower than the rates previously published based on popu lations that were estimated from the 1990 census. The populations estimated from the 1990 census underestimated the growth of the Hispanic population, in particular, during the 1990s.
Results and Discussion

Pregnancy rates remained highest for women in their twenties
+ Women aged 20-24 years had the highest pregnancy rate, at 176 per 1,000 in 1999, followed by women aged 25-29 years, 167 per 1,000 ( figure 1 and table 1 ). About one in six women in their twenties were pregnant in 1999. + Pregnancy rates for older teenagers 18-19 years and women aged 30-34 were similar, 132 and 127 per 1,000, respectively. + The pregnancy rate for young teenagers 15-17 years was 56 per 1,000 while the rate for women aged 35-39 years was 64.
Pregnancy rates fell steadily for teenagers; rates for women in their twenties stabilized, and rates for older women rose in recent years + The overall pregnancy rate for U.S. women fell fairly steadily from 1990 until 1997 and has been stable since (table 1) . + Pregnancy rates for teenagers fell steadily through the decade.
Rates for women in their twenties declined through the mid 1990s and have since stabilized or risen slightly. Rates for women in their thirties and older have been increasing modestly since the mid 1990s (figure 2).
Fertility rates remained stable since the mid 1990s while abortion rates declined steadily through the decade + The fertility rate for U.S. women declined 10 percent from 70.9 live births per 1,000 women aged 15-44 years in 1990 to 63.6 in 1997 ; the rate has changed little since 1997 (table 1) (2,7). + The induced abortion rate fell from 27.4 per 1,000 women in 1990
to 21.4 in 1999, a 22-percent decline. + The fetal loss rate has changed little. The rate in 1999 was 16.3 per 1,000. + During the 1990s, the birth rate for unmarried non-Hispanic white women changed little, while the rates for unmarried black and Hispanic women fell considerably.
Pregnancy outcomes differ substantially by marital status
+ Among married women, 74 percent of pregnancies ended in live birth in 1999, and just 7 percent in abortion. This pattern was stable through the 1990s. + Among unmarried women, 49 percent of pregnancies ended in live birth while 39 percent ended in abortion. In 1990, nonmarital pregnancies were more likely to end in abortion than live birth (47 percent compared with 43 percent). + Of the 6.3 million pregnancies that ended in 1999, 3.6 million were among married women and 2.7 million were among unmarried women (data not shown).
Conclusion
Factors accounting for trends in pregnancy rates were reviewed in our earlier report (3). They may include a number of factors. One is changes in patterns of marriage, divorce, and cohabitation. A second factor is the introduction of new contraceptive methods, including new hormonal methods introduced in the 1990s (injectables, a patch, and implants). A third possible factor is changes in the use of existing methods or in the consistency with which methods are used. A fourth factor is changes in sexual activity such as the age at first intercourse and frequency of intercourse. For example, a report of the most recent Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) conducted by CDC in 2001 cites findings of decreases in the proportions of teenagers who have ever had sex and who have had multiple partners, along with increases in condom use among sexually active teenagers (8). Over the last decade, many public and private efforts have focused teenagers' attention on the importance of pregnancy prevention through abstinence and responsible behavior (9,10). These behavior patterns in turn may be affected by factors such as the economic and social environments in which people live (11), changes in access to health care and health insurance, and other changes in the health care system. Findings from Cycle 6 of the National Survey of Family Growth (available in 2004) are expected to help explain the trends and variations in pregnancy rates and the factors that account for them. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.3 0.3 14.3 9.3 21.3 16.4 30.1 19.8 20.1 5.0 1998 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.2 0.3 14.4 9.6 21.7 16.6 30.2 19.4 19.6 5.1 1997 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.4 0.3 14.7 10.0 21.8 17.0 30.5 19.2 19.6 5.0 1996 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.9 0.4 15.6 10.5 23.1 17.8 31.2 19.6 19.8 5.0 1995 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.1 0.4 16.3 11.2 24.1 17.9 31.1 19.4 19.7 5.0 1994 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.4 0.4 16.7 11.4 24.4 18.3 31.6 19.5 19.5 5.0 1993 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19.8 0.4 16.7 11.2 24.9 18.8 32.4 20.0 19.9 5.0 1992 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.3 0.4 17.0 11.3 25.3 19.3 33.0 20.3 20.4 5.1 1991 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.3 0.4 Rates computed by relating the number of events to women under age 15 years to women aged 10-14 years.
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NOTE: Due to rounding, figures may not add to totals. Percent distributions based on unrounded frequencies. Includes all persons of Hispanic origin of any race.
NOTE: Total pregnancy rates are estimates of the number of pregnancies a woman would have if she experiences the age-specific pregnancy rates observed in a given year. 
